
 
 
 

5. The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10: 25-37) 

 
‘ 

As we journey through the parables, we have seen that while some of Jesus’ parables are simply 
presented as teachings, general talks He gave while traveling around, others are part of a specific 
conversation. Someone may come to Jesus with a question or a request, and He will offer a parable as 
His answer. This can make a parable even more interesting and complex, because it allows us to think 
about the meaning of the parable itself, and also to consider why Jesus told that parable in this specific 
situation. In this lesson, we are taking a look at The Parable of the Good Samaritan, which is surely 
among the most famous and important of the parables, and which also comes as a response to 
someone’s question. 
 

In St. Luke’s gospel we read, 
 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?”  
 
So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” And He 
said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 
 
But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
 
Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half 
dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by 
on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed 
by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he 
saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and 
wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the 
next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to 
him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ 
 
So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”  
 
And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”  
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

(Luke 10: 25-37) 
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St. Luke does not say that the  lawyer asked Jesus a question, but rather, “a certain lawyer stood up and 
tested Him”. When we think about tests, usually a teacher would give their student a test, right? And 
when you’re tested, you can either pass or fail. This man wants to get Jesus talking, not so much to truly 
find the answer to his concerns, but perhaps hoping to catch Him saying something He shouldn’t say. 
It’s a prideful thing to test God, and that’s quite opposite to approaching Him humbly with a question. 
Even so, Jesus doesn’t reject him, but responds carefully.  
 

Jesus and the man agree that the way to salvation is, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as 
yourself.’” This seems like a simple enough idea, but this proud lawyer question asks Jesus: “And who is 
my neighbor?” What a strange question! Of course, our neighbors are the people who live around us, 
right? But maybe not. 
 

Jesus answers the question with this parable in which a man is beaten and half dead. A priest 
walks by. The priest would be a Jewish priest, and this man on the road is a Jewish man. The two men 
have a lot in common. Are they neighbors? They are from the same area and the same culture and the 
same religion -- but the priest keeps walking. The Levite shows up, and he is also from the same group 
of people, but he keeps walking too. You would think that the half dead man is their neighbor. The last 
person who comes along is a Samaritan -- so he is from a different culture and a different religion, and 
he lives in a different area. He is not actually a neighbor because he’s not coming from the same place -- 
but he is the one that actually takes care of the man. Jesus asks, “So which of these three do you think 
was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”  and he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” The 
last man is the true neighbor!  

 
So what is a neighbor? “Neighbor” makes us think about neighborhoods, and  the people who 

live near us. We also think of our neighbors as being our peer group: people like us, living in the place 
where we live, doing the sorts of things we do. But Jesus is saying that our neighbor is really any person 
who comes along our path! Since the Samaritan showed this man love and kindness, he was neighborly. 
The ones who didn’t care are not neighbors. Being a neighbor is not about where you live, but about 
the love you show. In one of his sermons, St. John Chrysostom said: 

 
For a Levite passed that way, a Pharisee passed by, but neither of them turned to the man lying 
there. They just went their way and, like the cruel, pitiless men they were, they left him there. But a 
Samaritan, who was in no way related to this man, did not hurry past but stopped, took pity on him, 
poured oil and wine on his wounds, put him on his own animal, and brought him to an inn. There he 
gave some money to the innkeeper and promised him more for taking care of a man who was in no 
way related to him. 

He did not say to himself: 'What do I care about him? I am a Samaritan. I have nothing in common 
with him.  

(St. John Chrysostom, Eighth Homily Against the Judaizers, 3.9-10) 
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The Samaritan had only one thing in common with the injured man: they’re both human beings. The 
Samaritan shows him love, and that makes them neighbors. The word “neighbor” means that a person is 
close by -- but Jesus is showing us that it’s not about living close by, it’s just about showing up on each other’s 
path. Anyone who comes near you, who is along the road you’re following, is your neighbor. 

 

Jesus says, “Go and do likewise.” He is telling us to love our neighbor like the Samaritan loved this 
man on the road. Why wouldn’t someone do that? Why didn’t the priest or the Levite stop and show love for 
this man? Maybe a person who is hard-hearted and unkind would not help. But St. John Chrysostom 
continues that sermon with some very interesting things that the Samaritan could have been thinking. 

 

He did not say to himself: 'What do I care about him? I am a Samaritan. I have nothing in common 
with him. We are far from the city... Suppose he is not strong enough to make the long journey. Am I 
going to bring in a corpse, will I be arrested for murder, will I be held accountable for his death?' 
Many a time people go along a road and see men who have been wounded but are still breathing. But 
they pass them by not because they are stingy with their money, but because they are afraid that they 
themselves may be dragged into court and held accountable for the murder. 

That gentle and benevolent Samaritan feared none of these things. He ...put the man on his own 
beast, and brought him to an inn. He did not think of ... the danger, nor the expense, nor anything 
else. If the Samaritan was so kind and gentle to a stranger, what excuse would we have for neglecting 
our brothers when they are in deeper trouble?  

(St. John Chrysostom, Eighth Homily Against the Judaizers, 3.10) 

 

The Samaritan could have come up with a lot of reasons to be afraid to help this man, but he didn’t. He 
just helped him. 
 

Another thing the Samaritan might have thought is that it’s not his job to help this man. The 
Samaritan was not a doctor, and he wasn’t even Jewish like this man. He could have decided that the 
Jewish priests and the Levites were supposed to take care of him. St. John Chrysostom continues, “The 
Samaritan did not say: 'Where are the priests now? Where are the Pharisees now? Where are the teachers of 
the Jews?'... he goes on to explain how the Samaritan found a treasure along the roadway -- a man who 
needed help. Why would St. John Chrysostom call the injured man a treasure? Do you remember how Jesus 
tells us to “store up our treasure in heaven”? Remember the idea that feeding the poor is like filling up a bank 
of blessings in heaven? When this Samaritan found a man who needed help, he helped the man. God saw all 
of the good things that the Samaritan did to take care of the injured man, and God was happy about it. The 
Samaritan is storing up more treasure in heaven! 
 

St. John Chrysostom continues, 

Therefore, when you see someone in need of treatment for some ailment of the body or soul, do not 
say to yourself: 'Why did so-and-so or so-and-so not take care of him?' You free him from his 
sickness; do not demand an accounting from others for their negligence. Tell me this. If you find a 
gold coin lying on the ground, do you say to yourself: 'Why didn't so-and-so pick it up?' Do you not 
rush to snatch it up before somebody else does? 

Think the same way about your fallen brothers; consider that tending his wounds is like finding a 
treasure. If you pour the word of instruction on his wounds like oil, if you bind them up with your 
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mildness, and cure them with your patience, your wounded brother has made you a richer man that 
any treasure could.  

(St. John Chrysostom, Eighth Homily Against the Judaizers, 4.2-3) 

 
When we take care of the people we meet, when we stop what we are doing to show love for someone 
in a real way -- giving them food or water or medical help -- we are also helping ourselves, because we 
are storing up treasure in heaven! 
 

Jesus is certainly telling us to “Go and do likewise”, to be like the good Samaritan who does not 
ignore a human being’s pain and suffering, but stops to help. But like so many parables, this one has 
more than one meaning! In the hymns of our holy Church, when we sing about this parable, we often 
sing that Jesus is the Good Samaritan in our own lives! Consider this hymn from the Vespers for the 
fifth Friday in Lent: 
 

Departing from Your divine commandments as from Jerusalem, and going down to the passions 
of Jericho, I was led astray by the false glory of the cares of this life. I fell among the thieves of 
my own thoughts; they stripped me of the robe of sonship that was mine by grace, and now I lie 
wounded, as though without the breath of life. The priest drew near and saw my body, but he 
took no heed; the levite looked at it with loathing and passed by on the other side. But You, O 
Lord who ineffably has taken flesh from the Virgin, You have of Your own will poured out blood 
and water from Your side for my salvation, and as with oil You have anointed me.  O Christ my 
God, bind up my wounds with linen, and in Your compassion bring me to Your heavenly 
Kingdom. 
 

Jesus never asks us to do things that He wouldn’t do! Instead, He comes to earth and becomes our 
Neighbor when He becomes human. His earthly life shows us how to act, how to be the Good 
Samaritan. He lives a perfect human life and then even dies so that He can go into Hades and even be a 
neighbor to those who had already departed this life. Even though humans are created beings and Jesus 
is God, He is a neighbor, a GOOD neighbor to all humans.  Jesus comes to us to save us, healing us and 
bringing us to the spiritual hospital, the holy Church. The amazing thing is that, even though He is God 
and doesn’t need our help, He wants us to help.  He invites us to join him in saving and healing our 
neighbors. He invites us to be good neighbors, like the good Samaritan.  And when we become like the 
good Samaritan, we become like Christ. May we be good neighbors, helping those in need whether or 
not we know them, and help our own souls, in the process. 
 
Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear! Let’s hear and understand. 
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QUESTIONS: 
 
What questions did the lawyer ask Jesus?  
 

- He asked Jesus questions to test Him. Maybe he really wanted the answers, or maybe he just wanted to 
get Jesus talking so that he could try to catch Jesus saying something He shouldn’t say. The lawyer 
asked, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” and “And who is my neighbor?” 

 
In the parable, some people did not help the man, but the Good Samaritan did. How did he help him? 
 

- He stopped on the road, interrupting his journey, and went to the man and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said 
to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ He 
took really good care of this man! 

 
So, who is Jesus telling us is our neighbor? 
 

- Even though ‘neighbor’ means someone close by, Jesus is showing us that it’s not about living close by, 
it’s just about showing up on each other’s path. Anyone who comes near you, who is along the road 
you’re following, is your neighbor. 

 
 
FOR DISCUSSION:   
 
Think for a minute about what St. John Chrysostom said in his homily: “If the Samaritan was so kind and 
gentle to a stranger, what excuse would we have for neglecting our brothers when they are in deeper trouble?” 
Maybe you don’t know anyone in “deeper trouble” than the man in the parable was. But you DO know people who 
are in trouble or having a hard time. Think quietly about that person or those people. Quietly ask yourself if you 
are helping those people like the Samaritan, or if you are ignoring them or walking away from their struggles like 
the priest or the levite. Talk together about ways to help others instead of passing them by or thinking that someone 
else will do it. (But be careful how you share these ideas. You do not want to embarrass any of your neighbors by 
revealing their struggles; and you will do well to share your ideas without bragging.) 
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