
 
 
 

5. The Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen 
(Mark 12: 1-12, Matt. 21: 33-46, Luke 20: 9-19) 

 
 

On our Journey Through the Parables, we read a parable about the Laborers in the 
Vineyard;  in which the people are like vineyard workers who have been hired at different times 
throughout the whole day, so they each worked a different number of hours, but they are all 
paid the same amount: one denarius. God is like the owner of that vineyard, and we are the 
people who work in His vineyard. He calls to each of us at some point in our lives, and we 
come to be a part of His Church, and in the end whether you were the first one called or the 
last one, you’ll be given the same reward of salvation: we receive God’s mercy and love, and a 
special place just for us in His Kingdom. 

 
Later, we learn even more from this idea that we are workers in God’s vineyard. In The 

Parable of the Vineyard, which we sometimes call, the Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen, 
Jesus tells a story that begins with the vineyard, but it’s a little bit different: 
 

Then He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and set a 
hedge around it, dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower. 
 

Once again, we see God as the owner of a wonderful vineyard. This time, it’s clear that God 
created that vineyard: He planted the vineyard and He set a hedge around it to protect it, and 
he even dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower! Look how much effort God took to 
make that vineyard just right! 
 

We know that God created this world for us. He said, “Let there be light!” and He 
created the earth and the heavens, and He split the earth into land and sea. He created each 
and every thing: the sun and the moon, the plants and the animals, and even the people! If you 
remember from the story of Adam and Eve, He even created a special garden -- kind of like this 
vineyard we just heard about, God built that garden and He set up a protective wall around it, 
and He put some trees in the center, and He made a perfect home for mankind. 

 
In fact, God is still making you a perfect home! In the gospel of St. John, Jesus says, 
 

“In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 
(John 14: 2-3) 

Journey Through The Parables by Tending the Garden of Our Hearts can be found on Ancient Faith Radio and at tending-the-garden.com 



 
Jesus is creating a perfect place for you in the Kingdom, a room all your own in the great 
mansion of heaven. Like the owner of this vineyard, He is taking care to set it up just right. As 
we listen to Jesus’ parables, we understand that we are like workers in the vineyard, and God 
has arranged it and set it up for us; because He loves us, He creates a beautiful world for us. 
 

In this parable, we find that the man has set up this wonderful vineyard, and then “he 
leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country for a long time.” He is going away, so he 
lets someone else take over his vineyard. Vinedressers are the people who take care of the vines 
in the vineyard -- the farm laborers, the people who work the fields. The man leases his 
vineyard to the workers; this means that He is letting them use the land as long as they pay him 
something in return. It’s a simple arrangement: the vineyard belongs to the man, but while he 
is away, the vinedressers can use it. They can live there, and grow the grapes, and they can 
keep most of the harvest for themselves, as long as they give a small part of it to the owner. 
Because he provides the land and the vines and the tower, they will share the grape harvest 
with him. This is a good deal for both of them. 

 
This parable is talking about stewardship. God gives us this wonderful world, and when 

we receive a harvest or make some money, we are supposed to offer back the “first fruits” of it. 
This is an idea that goes all the way back to the Old Testament. You may remember that Adam 
and Eve were in the Garden, and when they ate the forbidden fruit and went out into the 
world, their sons, Cain and Abel, would work the land and then make offerings to God. (If you 
remember, Abel offered the first fruits, his very best sheep, but Caine offered bad leftovers, so 
God didn’t accept his offering. This led to the very first murder in human history.) This idea of 
giving back the first fruits is all throughout the history of God’s people that we find in the Old 
Testament. In the Book of Exodus 23:19 we read, “You shall bring the choice first fruits of your 
soil into the house of the Lord your God...“  And in the Book of Deuteronomy 26:2, we read,  
 

“you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring in 
from your land that the Lord your God gives you, and you shall put it in a basket and go 
to the place where the Lord your God chooses to establish His name.” 
 

God has always asked His people to remember that all of the land belongs to God, and we 
thank Him and remember Him by offering back those first fruits. 
 

We don’t do it just because we have to do it. We do it out of love! God creates this 
beautiful world for us and then lets us work the fields and take care of the land, but the world 
still belongs to God! He is still in charge of it. Because He is generous enough to allow us to 
enjoy His creation, we always offer back something from our harvest. You might not be a 
farmer growing fruit, but the same idea is true for everyone; whether you are a businessperson 
or a waiter, a janitor, or the President of the United States, or even if you’re a kid who just 
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sometimes does chores, you should offer up your first fruits to God. That might mean the first 
fruits of money, so that you give money to the Church, to charities and to the poor, or it might 
be the first fruits of your time and talents, so that you make time to show love to God’s children 
around you and to serve people as best you can. Because we recognize that our time is God’s 
and our lives are God’s, we joyfully offer back our first fruits out of gratitude and love. 
 

In the parable, the man leases his vineyard to the vinedressers and then leaves for a 
faraway country. He expects to receive some of the harvest back, but he is really surprised and 
saddened to find out that the vinedressers have decided not to keep their end of the bargain!  
 

  Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that he might receive 
some of the fruit of the vineyard from the vinedressers. And they took him and beat 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 
 

Again he sent them another servant, and at him they threw stones, wounded 
him in the head, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 

 
And again he sent another, and him they killed; and many others, beating some 

and killing some. 
 
Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 

son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.’ But those vinedressers said 
among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be 
ours.’ So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

 
The man is in a faraway place, so he doesn’t come personally to collect the first fruits, but he 
sends his servants to them. One by one, the vinedressers attack them! Instead of being grateful 
for getting to use this vineyard, they are greedy and nasty. They aren’t showing love back to 
that landlord, back to God. They want to keep the harvest for themselves. Finally, the man 
sends his only son to collect those fruits, and the people kill him.  
 

If the man is God, what is it that this parable is telling us? Jesus is saying that God kept 
sending His servants to the people of Israel, and the people beat them, they stoned them, they 
sent them away empty-handed, and sometimes they even killed them. Who would those people 
be? Well, God’s servants are those people who are very close to God and they bring His 
message to the world: His priests, His prophets, His Saints. God sent many prophets to the 
people of Israel, His beloved people, and they didn’t listen to them. They beat them and stoned 
them and sometimes even killed them. For example, you may remember how the wonderful 
Prophet Elias or Elijah had to run to the wilderness to escape being killed! God sent a raven to 
feed him, because Elias had to hide out there, so that the people of Israel would not kill him. 
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Finally, God sent His only begotten Son, and what happened to Him? As we know, 
many people followed Him, but those people that were in charge of Israel, the Pharisees and 
the priests, didn’t listen to Him. They didn’t like the idea that He would be the King of Kings; 
they liked being in charge and they wanted Him gone. They didn’t show Him love, but instead, 
they took Him outside the city walls and crucified Him and killed Him. Jesus asks us to think 
about how God will react to this: 
 

Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and 
destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to others.” And when they heard it 
they said, “Certainly not!” Then He looked at them and said, “What then is this that is 
written: 

‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
This was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”  
 
And the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, 

but they feared the people, for they knew He had spoken the parable against them. So 
they left Him and went away. 

 
The vineyard owner will be so angry that the vinedressers have killed first his servants, and 
now his beloved son, that he will evict them from the vineyard and find someone else to take 
care of it. That makes perfect sense, doesn’t it? But the people say, “certainly not!” because 
they know that Jesus is talking about them, about Israel. He is talking to the chief priests and 
the scribes and the people who run the Temple there. They don’t like this idea that God is 
angry with them for attacking the prophets and attacking His Son -- they don’t want God to 
give the vineyard to someone else! 
 

Jesus quotes King David’s Psalm 117: 22 (sometimes that Psalm is called 118 too), which 
says, “the stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.” The 
cornerstone is literally the stone that sits in the corner of a stone building; it is the foundation 
stone, the main one, and all the other stones depend on that one. If you’re building something, 
you need to pick the best possible stone and make that the cornerstone: you want it to be 
straight so that your building will line up straight, and strong so that your building will be 
strong. The Psalm says that the stone which the builders rejected, because they thought it 
wasn’t a good stone, is actually the cornerstone; it’s the best one! That cornerstone is Jesus; the 
chief priests and the scribes reject Him, but He is truly the cornerstone.  
 

Those chief priests and scribes think Jesus is lying when He says He’s the Son of God; 
they call Him a blasphemer, which means that He was going against God and lying about God. 
But Jesus tells the truth, and in the end they are the blasphemers! When Jesus quotes this 
Psalm, they understand what He is saying and they are angry, and they wanted to “lay hands 
on Him” and be violent to Him. Jesus tells this parable about how these people reject God’s 
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servants, His prophets and His Son, and they immediately prove Him right by wanting to kill 
Him! 
 

So the parable ends with the man giving the vineyard to someone new! He goes out and 
finds tenants who will pay him his fair share. Who would that be? It’s all the other nations of 
the world, all of the people who believe in Jesus Christ. The Holy Church, filled with people 
from all over the world (not just Israelites) becomes the caretaker of the vineyard, and we 
glorify God and offer up our first fruits to Him, being good tenants in His beautiful vineyard! 
 

That was a message for the chief priests and scribes, a message to Israel, but what about 
today? Jesus’ parables don’t just talk to the people standing in front of Him; they talk to all of 
us, and they have a message that is really important to our own spiritual lives, right here and 
right now. 
 

The vineyard is the Kingdom of God, and God is the owner and creator of it. We are 
vinedressers -- we don’t own the Kingdom and we didn’t create it, but we are invited to come 
and live in the Kingdom and enjoy all of its blessings! God still teaches us through His servants 
-- in Israel those were the prophets, but who are they today? In addition to the Prophets and 
the Saints, who still pray for us and help us today, it’s the priests and the bishops and the 
Sunday School teachers, and even your parents. Those servants of God who are working to 
teach you about God have been sent to help you, and you have a choice just like those 
vinedressers did: you can listen to them and hear God’s message for you, or you can treat them 
shamefully and ignore them.  

 
It isn’t so hard to hear good messages about God: God loves you and Jesus is preparing a 

room for you in heaven. We don’t get angry with the people who bring us those messages! But 
what if the message is that you’re doing something wrong? What if God is telling you that you 
need to do better, to be kinder, to forgive people you don’t want to forgive, or do work that you 
don’t want to do? When we don’t like the message, is it hard to like the messenger? Do we start 
to get angry with the priests or the parents who tell us to change our ways? 

 
God gives us many chances -- He kept sending His servants again and again, even when 

they were beaten or even murdered, and He sent His very own beloved Son. But eventually, the 
story ends, and the vinedressers are removed from the Kingdom. God is very merciful with us, 
and He is patient, but eventually the story will end and we will either be in the Kingdom or out 
of it. Jesus’ parable is not meant to make us think about how bad those chief priests and scribes 
in Jerusalem 2000 years ago were being -- it’s meant to ask ourselves if we are really listening to 
God, if we are good to His servants and always offering Him our first fruits. May we all have 
ears to hear! 
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QUESTIONS: 
 
Since the landowner in the parable is going away, what does he do with the vineyard? 

 
- The man leases his vineyard to vinedressers; workers who take care of vineyards. He lets them 

use the land, but they will pay him something in return. 
 

Do the vinedressers keep their end of the bargain? 
 

- They do not! They beat or kill every servant that the man sends to collect his payment. When 
he sends his own son, they even kill him! 
 

How is this parable for us today, and not just for the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ time? 
 

- There are a lot of ways that this parable is for us today! Here are some answers to that 
question: The vineyard is the Kingdom of God. God made it, and He owns it.. We are the 
vinedressers -- we are invited to come and live in the Kingdom and enjoy all of its blessings 
even though we don’t own it! God teaches us through His servants --  the Prophets and the 
Saints, as well as priests, bishops, and the Sunday School teachers, and even our parents! All 
of those are servants of God, working to teach us about God and help us. We have a choice: 
we can listen to them and hear God’s message, or we can treat them shamefully and ignore 
them. 

 
FOR DISCUSSION:   
 
Think a little about your own life. Don’t answer this first question out loud, just think about it. 
Are you like a good husbandman or a wicked one?  
 
Now talk about this: some messages that God sends are easy to hear: like reminders that He 
loves you, or that Jesus is preparing a room for you in heaven. Tell about a message that one of 
God’s servants has given to you that was easy to hear. Who told you the message? What did 
they say?  
 
Now just think again. Think of a time when one of God’s servants had to give you a hard 
message. What was that message? Were you doing something wrong? Did you need to be 
kinder, forgive people you didn’t want to forgive, or do some job that you didn’t want to do? 
How did you respond to that message? Did you get angry with the messenger?Were you mean 
to them? Or did you peacefully and gratefully accept the words they said to you? 
 
Tell how today’s parable will help you in the future when you receive a message from one of 
God’s servants whether it is an “easy” one or a “hard” one! 

Journey Through The Parables by Tending the Garden of Our Hearts can be found on Ancient Faith Radio and at tending-the-garden.com 


