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Family Meditations for Great Lent 
 

SATURDAY OF LAZARUS 
 

Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!   We are so glad that you’re joining us on this journey 
which carried us through Great Lent and is now taking us to Holy Week, and then to Pascha! 
 
Great Lent ended yesterday, and today we celebrate Christ’s most amazing miracle, before the 
Resurrection. He knew that the time was quickly coming for His arrest and cruci�xion, and that He 
would soon go to Jerusalem to face it. As the time drew near, Jesus learned that His good friend 
Lazarus had fallen sick and was dying.  
 
 Jesus said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be 
glori�ed through it.” 
 
Jesus loved their whole family -- Lazarus, and his two sisters, Mary and Martha. But when He heard 
that Lazarus was sick, He did not rush to heal him, but instead He stayed two more days where He was, 
and then, when He knew that Lazarus had died, He began the long walk to Bethany. 
 
Jesus could have hurried sooner to His friend to save him from dying, but He chose not to. Instead, the 
death of Lazarus would be for the glory of God, so Jesus waited.  
 
By the time Jesus and His disciples arrived in Bethany, they had already placed his body in the tomb, 
and it had been there four days. Now, that’s important, because at the time, people felt like if you had 
been in the tomb four days, you were really dead and your body was decomposing. There could be no 
mistaking it -- a person dead for four days was really and truly dead. 
 
When Jesus arrived, Lazarus’ sister Martha ran out to meet Him, and she said to Jesus, “Lord, if You 
had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, 
God will give You.” She had great faith in Jesus and she knew that He could have healed her sick 
brother. 
 
Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
 
Martha answered, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” She thought Jesus 
was talking about how someday, everyone would be resurrected again in the Second Coming. 



 
But  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he 
shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
 
And she answered, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into 
the world.”  
 
As Jesus spent time with the two sisters, and saw them weeping, and He saw their friends weeping with 
them, the Bible says that “He groaned in the spirit and was troubled”.  And as they led Him to Lazarus’ 
tomb, we read the shortest sentence in the Bible:  
 
Jesus wept. 
 
Even though Jesus knew that death could not really hold Lazarus, and that He was about to do 
something wonderful, He cried. And even though Jesus knows that every time we bury a Christian 
person, that person is going to have eternal life in heaven, He still weeps with us. Death is sad, and it’s 
sad to Jesus too. He doesn’t want us to die; He wants us to have eternal life! Even though He has 
defeated death, He still weeps with us when we lose someone we love, because it’s sad. 
 
Then the people there said, “See how He loved him!” They were right. Jesus did love Lazarus very 
much, and that love made Him weep. He loves every one of us, and our deaths will also make Him 
weep. Jesus understands our sadness and our su�ering, and He enters into it with us. 
 
At Lazarus’ tomb, they rolled back the stone door, and Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I 
thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the people 
who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent Me.” Then He cried with a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” 
 
Of course, Lazarus had been dead for four days, and yet when Jesus called to him, Lazarus obeyed! He 
came out of his tomb, still tied up in his graveclothes, and with his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”  
 
In the Bible, we sometimes see that a person who has just died might be brought back to life, but this 
was the biggest miracle ever:  a person dead for four long days, already decaying in the tomb, had been 
resurrected from the dead! The people knew that Jesus had power over death like they had never seen 
before! 
 
Did you notice that Jesus asked the people to unwrap Lazarus? Jesus can perform miracles any way He 
would like, and it seems that He likes to have the people do some of the work! In this case, He called to 



Lazarus, who had to get up and come out of the tomb, and also the people in the crowd had to unwrap 
him, helping him claim his new life. Jesus likes us to be involved with His miracles, so that we are not 
just His audience, but part of His work here on earth! 
 
(You can �nd this story in the Bible, in the Gospel of John 11:1-44) 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
When Lazarus was dying, Jesus said it was for the glory of God. Did He go directly to Lazarus’ house to 
save his friend? 
 
No, Jesus waited two days, and then after He knew Lazarus was already dead, He left for his house. 
 
 
When Jesus saw the people crying, He cried too. Why would Jesus cry? 
 
Jesus cries because He is sad when people die, just like we are. 
 
 
What did Jesus do that showed people the glory of God? 
 
He showed them that He is stronger than death, by raising Lazarus from the dead! 
 
 
 
For Discussion:   Now here is an amazing thing to think about: where exactly was Lazarus when Jesus 
called to him? Was he in the tomb? Sort of. His body was in the tomb, but his soul was in Hades, where all 
of the dead people were waiting -- Adam and Eve, Noah and his family, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, 
Jacob and Joseph. Everyone who had ever lived and died was there in Hades, including Lazarus. Can you 
imagine what they must have thought when they heard Jesus call down to Lazarus, and when Lazarus 
actually did it, and got up and left Hades to go back to his body and his family?   
 


