
Tending the Garden of our Hearts:   
Family Meditations for Great Lent 
 

PALM SUNDAY:  OUR LORD’S ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM 
 
Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!  We are so glad that you’re joining us on this journey.                                     
We have traveled together through Great Lent, and now we are on our way to Holy Week, and then to                                       
Pascha! 
 
Today is Palm Sunday, but the o�cial name of the feast is  The Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem  -- we 
commemorate Christ’s glorious entrance into Jerusalem, the Holy City, and at the same time, we enter 
into Holy Week.   
 
Have you ever seen, perhaps on television or in a movie, a scene where a King returned from war, and 
had a victory parade into the capital city? To honor the King’s great victory, all of the people would 
come out into the streets to see him. He would ride in with his armies behind him, and everyone would 
shout words of praise! In the time of Christ, they would wave palms and lay them on the road before 
the King like a red carpet laid out for an important arrival. This is how a King enters a city. 
 
Jesus Christ is the King of Kings, but not everyone knew that or acted like it. But on this day, 
something had changed.  
 
As you remember, yesterday was Lazarus Saturday, and we saw that Our Lord went to Bethany and 
raised His friend Lazarus up from the dead! This was a glorious miracle, and many people were very 
excited about it! They had heard of Christ’s teachings and of all the miracles He was doing, and now 
He had raised up a man four days in the tomb! Then Jesus went to Jerusalem, where those people came 
out to meet the Lord and to give Him a King’s welcome into the city!  The Gospel of Matthew reads: 
 

And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. 
 
Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to 
the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! Hosanna in the 
highest!” 
 
And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?” So the 
multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” (Matthew 21: 8-11) 
 

The people welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of praise, and today, we receive Christ in 
this same way, acknowledging Him as our King and Lord. 
 
In the Lord’s prayer, we pray, “Thy Kingdom come!” and as we have said before, it’s like an invitation -- 



bring me into Your Kingdom! Let Your Kingdom come be over me! Christ has told us that the 
Kingdom of God is at hand -- we can simply reach out for it. Today as we welcome our Lord, let us call 
out an invitation in our hearts: Lord, be our King. Rule over our hearts!  
 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
In the days of Jesus, how did a victorious King enter a city? 
 
There would be a great procession -- the people would throw down palms on the ground, like a red carpet, 
and he would enter with his armies as the people shouted and honored him. 
 
 
What were the people excited about on the day Jesus was entering Jerusalem? 
 
They heard that He had raised Lazarus from the dead. 
 
 
How did Jesus enter the Holy City of Jerusalem? 
 
Jesus entered like a victorious King, as the crowd threw down palms and shouted and praised Him. 
 
 
 
For Discussion:  Earthly Kings rode into the city on beautiful chariots and grand, expensive horses. They 
were trying to impress everyone with their wealth. When Jesus entered into Jerusalem, he rode on the colt of 
a donkey -- a poor man’s animal. Jesus Christ is the King of Kings, and yet He is always humble in this 
way. Can you think of other ways that He is different from what we would expect in a rich earthly King? 
What does this teach us about what is truly important in this world? 
 


