
Tending the Garden of our Hearts:   
Family Meditations for Great Lent 
 

SATURDAY OF LAZARUS 
 

Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!   We are so glad that you’re joining us on this journey 
which carried us through Great Lent and is now taking us to Holy Week, and then to Pascha! 
 
Yesterday was the last day of Great Lent. Today we are celebrating Christ’s biggest miracle (before His 
Resurrection)! Jesus knew that soon he would go to Jerusalem and su�er many hard things. Before He 
went there, though, He found out that His good friend Lazarus was very sick. 
 
Jesus loved Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha. They were His friends! But He did not hurry to 
their home in the town of Bethany as soon as He heard that Lazarus was sick. He could have healed 
Lazarus from his sickness! But Jesus had a plan that the others did not know, a plan that would give 
glory to God, so He waited. After He found out that Lazarus had died, Jesus started the long walk to 
Bethany. 
 
Jesus and His disciples got to Bethany after Lazarus had already been buried for four days. (This is 
important, because someone who has been dead and buried for four days would really be dead! Their 
body would not work at all anymore, and would already be starting to smell dead.) 
 
As soon as Jesus got there, Martha ran out to meet him. She said, “Lord, if only You had been here! 
Lazarus would not have died! But I know that whatever You ask God to do, He will do!” She showed 
that she really believed that Jesus could have healed her brother Lazarus. 
 
Jesus answered, “Your brother will rise again!” 
 
Martha said, “I know he will, in the resurrection at the last day!”  
 
Then Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in Me, even though he might 
die, he will live. Whoever is still alive and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 
She said, “Yes, Jesus! I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God!” 
 
Jesus saw his friends, Lazarus’ sisters, and their friends crying because Lazarus was dead. He felt sad, 
too, and the Bible tells us that Jesus wept!  



Jesus knew that Lazarus was not going to stay dead, but He still cried. He also knows that every time 
we bury someone who loves and follows Him, that person is going to have eternal life in Heaven, but 
He still cries with us. Death is a sad thing, and it makes Jesus sad, too! He does not want us to die: He 
wants us to live forever! Even though He has won over death, He still cries with us when we lose 
someone we love, because it is sad!  
 
All the people saw Jesus crying and they knew that He loved His friend Lazarus. They were right! Jesus 
did love Lazarus. He loves us so much that when we are sad, He is sad, too. And when we die, our 
death will also make Him sad.  
 
When they got to Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus asked them to open it up. Then Jesus looked up and said, 
“Father, thank You for hearing Me. I know You always hear Me, but I’m saying this so that the people 
who are here with me will believe that You sent Me.” Then he said, really loudly, “Lazarus, come out!”  
 
Lazarus had been dead for four days. He was really, truly dead. But when Jesus called him, Lazarus 
obeyed! He came out of the tomb! He was still all wrapped up in the cloths they had put around him 
to bury him, but he came out! Jesus told the people to unwrap Lazarus. 
 
Now, other people in the Bible had been brought back to life before, and it was an amazing miracle, 
each time! But this was the most amazing miracle: Lazarus had been dead for four whole days, and was 
already starting to smell because he was dead! But Jesus brought him back to life as if he had never even 
been sick! The people could see that Jesus had power over death that was di�erent from anyone else’s 
power! 
 
Did you ever think about why Jesus asked the people to unwrap Lazarus? Jesus does amazing miracles, 
but it seems like He likes to have people do some of the work. This time, He brought Lazarus back to 
life, but the people had to unwrap him. Jesus lets us do some of the work when He works miracles, so 
that we are not just standing and watching Him. We get to help Him do His work on earth! 
 
(This story is from John 11:1-44) 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
Did Jesus go to Lazarus’ house as soon as He learned that His friend was sick? 
 



No, Jesus had a plan that the others did not know, a plan that would give glory to God, so He waited. After 
He found out that Lazarus had died, Jesus started the long walk to Bethany. 
 
 
When Jesus saw the people crying, He cried too. Why would Jesus cry? 
 
Even though He has won over death, He still cries with us when we lose someone we love, because it is sad!  
 
 
What did Jesus do that showed people the glory of God? 
 
Jesus brought Lazarus back to life as if he had never even been sick! The people could see that Jesus had 
power over death that was different from anyone else’s power! 
 
 
 
 
For Discussion:  
Lazarus’ body was in the tomb when Jesus called him out. But where was his soul? In Hades, where all of 
the dead people were waiting -- Adam and Eve, Noah and his family, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob 
and Joseph. Everyone who had ever lived and died was there. What do you think all of those people thought 
when they heard Jesus call Lazarus, and when Lazarus obeyed, left Hades, and went back to his earthly 
body and his family? 


