
Tending the Garden of our Hearts:   
Family Meditations for Great Lent 

 
HOLY TUESDAY 

 
Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!   We are so glad that you’re joining us on this journey 
which carried us through Great Lent, and is now taking us through Holy Week, on our way to Pascha! 
 
Today is Holy Tuesday. Tonight is the last of the beautiful Bridegroom Services, and we will be 
thinking about Jesus’ Parable of the Ten Virgins. The parable is found in Matthew 25. 
 
Our Lord said that the Kingdom of Heaven is like ten virgins. They took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of the girls were wise, and �ve were not. These unwise girls took their lamps but 
did not bring oil to put into them. The wise girls brought plenty of oil with their lamps. 
 
The bridegroom was late to get to where the girls waited. Before he came, while they waited, the girls 
fell asleep.  At midnight, someone said, “The bridegroom is coming! Go out to meet him!” All the girls 
got up and got their lamps. The unwise girls asked the wise ones to share some of their oil, because the 
unwise girls’ lamps were almost empty. The wise ones told the others to run and buy some oil because 
they did not have enough to share. The unwise girls hurried o� to buy more oil. 
 
While they were gone, the bridegroom came. The wise girls, with their well-oiled lamps, went with the 
bridegroom to the wedding, and then the door to the wedding was shut. When the unwise girls �nally 
had some oil in their lamps, they came to the place where the wedding was and asked the bridegroom 
to open the door again and let them in. He said, “I do not even know you!” 
 
Our Lord ended the parable by reminding us to watch and be ready, because we don’t know when the 
Son of Man is coming. 
 
Let’s think about this parable. What could it mean, that the wise virgins waited for the bridegroom 
with plenty of oil in their lamps, but the unwise ones were not ready? Well, the virgins in the story are 
us - we are waiting for the Lord Jesus Christ, our bridegroom, to take us to the banquet. 
 
But what is the banquet in the parable? It’s the banquet of being in God’s Kingdom! We taste a little of 
it when we take Holy Communion. But it will be so amazing when Christ comes back at the Second 
Coming and we get to go the the Great Banquet, communing with God forever, in His Kingdom!  



And what is the oil in the parable? Usually God wants us to share with others, but the wise virgins in 
the parable cannot share their oil with the unwise ones. Why not?  
 
Jesus Christ is the Light of the World. His Light can live inside of each of us, and we can shine it on 
others in our life, so our soul is like a lamp! The oil that �lls our soul is acts of mercy: our faith and love 
and the soft heart we have been learning about. If we live our life focusing on the Lord, praying, 
fasting, and loving others, our soul’s “lamp” will be full of oil, and we will really be able to shine 
Christ’s light!  
 
In the parable, the unwise virgins spent their time sleeping instead of praying, fasting, and showing love 
to others. This means they did not learn very well to love God or have faith in Him. Their hearts are 
not soft. When the Bridegroom comes and the Great Banquet begins, they won’t be ready for it. They 
have not prepared the “oil” of a spiritual life, so the Light can’t shine in their life. 
 
We do not know when the Bridegroom will come. Christ’s second coming could happen today or not 
for years and years. But we are here and alive today, so right now we can be getting ready for when He 
comes! We can pray, we can fast, and we can show love to others. As we do these things, our hearts get 
softer and ready to hold His Light.  
 
When Christ returns, no one else can give us the soft heart we will need to hold His Light and be ready 
for the Great Banquet. We have to work on our heart ahead of time, preparing it by loving God and 
others. He will help us to be wise, and not unwise, if we ask Him to! 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
What is the di�erence between the wise virgins and the unwise ones? 
 
The unwise girls took their lamps but did not bring oil to put into them. The wise girls brought plenty of oil 
with their lamps. 
 
 
When the bridegroom came in the middle of the night, who could go with Him? 
 
The wise girls, with their well-oiled lamps, went with the bridegroom to the wedding, and then the door to 
the wedding was shut. 
 
What does the oil represent? 
 



The oil that fills our soul is acts of mercy: our faith and love and the soft heart we have been learning 
about. 
 
 
For Discussion:   We are getting so close to Pascha! This means we will soon be finished with our fast. 
What can we do after Pascha is over to make sure that we keep putting “oil” in the lamp of our soul?  


