
 

Tending the Garden of our Hearts:   
Family Meditations for Great Lent 
 

FIFTH FRIDAY OF GREAT LENT 
 

Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!   We are so glad that you’re joining us on a journey 
through Great Lent and Holy Week, all the way to Pascha! 

This week we have been considering St. John Climacus and  The Ladder  and exploring the Lenten 
theme of Almsgiving. Today, we’re considering an important lesson Jesus teaches us about giving alms 
as a part of our very salvation. In the gospel of St. Luke, chapter 16, we read: 
 

“There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and �ne linen and 
fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his 
sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 

And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar 
o�, and Lazarus in his bosom. “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his �nger in 
water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this �ame.’ 

But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your 
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and 
you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf �xed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can 
those from there pass to us.’ “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that 
you would send him to my father's house, for I have �ve brothers, that he may 
testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to 
him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, 
‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’”  (Luke 16: 
19-31) 

 



The Church Fathers tell us that God put the beggar Lazarus on the rich man’s doorstep for a reason: 
He was giving this hard-hearted rich man an opportunity to show love. Every day, this poor man 
named Lazarus lay in his way as he walked out his door -- every day, the rich man stepped right over 
him and kept walking. God was giving him chance after chance to show love to an unfortunate soul, 
and he refused every time. 
 
St. John Chrysostom said, “The rich exist for the sake of the poor. The poor exist for the salvation of 
the rich.” What could he mean by that? God sends riches to some people for the sake of the poor -- that 
is, God gives them more than they need, so that they will have enough to share with the poor!  At the 
same time, the poor exist for the salvation of the rich -- by being icons of Christ in need, they give the 
rich an opportunity to choose the love of God over material goods, to share their abundance and love 
their neighbors. Almsgiving is good because it feeds the poor, but it is also good for the soul of the rich 
person.  
 
There are plenty of examples of rich people in the Scriptures who go to heaven. We recall Righteous 
Joseph in Egypt, who had great riches and power at his disposal. Similarly, Joseph of Arimathea was 
righteous, and he gave his own tomb to Jesus Christ. The Pharisee Nicodemus was wealthy enough to 
buy many bottles of expensive oil to anoint Christ’s body. Each of these very rich men were righteous. 
They loved God and were happy to share their wealth with those in need and with God. Their riches 
were not a problem, but were the way that they showed love and generosity to God and to the people 
God sent into their lives. 
 
It is not impossible for a rich person to be saved -- with God, anything is possible!  But it is important 
that those who have been blessed with riches should be generous. God wanted the rich man in this 
parable to be saved, and He sent Lazarus to help. We must keep our eyes open for the people God 
places in our path! We must o�er them love, whether that is a meal or money or just some company 
and a smile. 
 
St. Isaac the Syrian said, “If you give something to one in need, let the cheerfulness of your face precede 
your gift, and comfort his sorrow with kind words. When you do this, by your gift the gladness of his 
mind surpasses even the needs of his body” -- St. Isaac the Syrian,  Ascetical Homilies of St. Isaac the 
Syrian 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
There was a rich man who feasted sumptuously every day. Did he share his riches? 
 



No. A man named Lazarus lay on his doorstep every day, but the man just stepped over him. 
 
 
When the two men die, which one is with Abraham in the good part of Hades, and which one is 
su�ering there? 
 
Lazarus is with Abraham, and the rich man is in flames. 
 
 
Why did God put Lazarus on that doorstep every day? 
 
God was trying to save the rich man by offering him a perfect opportunity to show love. 
 
 
For Discussion:   At the end of the parable, the rich man wants to send Lazarus to warn his brothers that 
they must not be hard-hearted or they will end up like he has. Abraham points out that they already have 
Moses and the prophets, but apparently they (like the rich man) refuse to listen to their message. Abraham 
says to the rich man, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
rise from the dead.’ We know that another Lazarus will rise from the dead, and then Christ will rise 
from the dead! Will everyone listen to His message then? Will they begin to obey, or will some people still 
be greedy and cold and have no love for others? 


