
Tending the Garden of our Hearts:   
Family Meditations for Great Lent 
 

THE FIRST TUESDAY OF GREAT LENT 
 

Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!   We are so glad that you’re joining us on a journey 
through Great Lent and Holy Week, all the way to Pascha! 
 
Today is the �rst Tuesday of Great Lent, and we have been thinking about Forgiveness this week. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ told a parable about forgiveness, and we can �nd it  in the Gospel of Matthew. 
We call it the “Parable of the Unforgiving Servant.” Here is the parable: 
 
One day, St. Peter was talking to Jesus. He asked Him, “Lord, how often should I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me? Should I forgive him up to seven times?” 
 
The Lord Jesus answered him, “I do not say you should forgive him seven times. I say you should 
forgive him seventy times seven!” And then He began to tell the “Parable of the Unforgiving Servant:”  
 
“Once there was a king who lent money to some of his servants. The time of the loan was �nished. The 
king was ready for the servants to pay him back. 
 
“The very �rst servant who came owed the king ten thousand talents. (In the days of Christ, a “talent” 
was a weight of gold or silver that was worth lot of money. Each talent was worth more than a million 
dollars in today’s money! Ten thousand talents was an awful lot of money.) The king asked the servant 
to pay back his debt, the money that he owed. 
 
“The servant did not have the money that he owed to the king, so the king said that the servant and his 
family, and everything that the servant owned must be sold, to help pay the servant’s debt to the king. 
 
“The servant fell down on the ground and begged the king to please be patient with him. He promised 
to pay the king back, but he needed more time to get the money. The king felt sorry for the servant. He 
let the servant go, and instead of just giving him more time to get the money, the king forgave his whole 
debt!  He told the man he did not have to pay him back anything at all! 
 
“When the servant left the king, he was very happy. On his way home, he found a fellow servant who 
owed him some money. This guy owed the �rst servant one hundred denarii, another kind of money 
from Jesus’ day. One hundred denarii was the money a man would make in a hundred days. It was a lot 



of money, but not nearly as much as the �rst servant owed to the king! The �rst servant wanted his 
money, though, so he grabbed the other servant and said, ‘Pay me the money that you owe me!’ 
 
“The other servant got down on his knees and begged the �rst servant, ‘Be patient with me! I will pay 
you back, but I need more time!’ 
 
“The �rst servant did not have patience. Instead, he threw the other servant into prison until he could 
pay him back. 
 
“Some of the king’s other servants saw what happened. It made them very sad. They told the king 
about what his servant had done to the other servant because of his small debt, even after the king had 
so kindly forgiven the servant his huge debt.  
 
“The king called his servant to come back to him. When the servant arrived, the king said, ‘You are a 
wicked servant! I forgave you a huge debt because I felt sorry for you when you asked me for more time 
to pay it. You should have also felt sorry for the other servant, just as I felt sorry for you! You should 
have forgiven his little debt, just like I forgave your big one! But you did not, so I am sending you to 
prison until you can pay me what you owe to me!’” 
 
Then our Lord �nished the parable by saying, “My heavenly Father will do the same to each of you, if 
you do not forgive from your heart the other people who have sinned against you.” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 
Why did the king say that he would sell his servant, the servant’s family, and all that the servant owned? 
 
The servant owed the king a lot of money and could not pay it back.  
 
What did the king do when the servant begged him for more time to pay back the money? 
 
The king felt sorry for his servant. He felt so sorry for the servant that instead of giving the man more 
time, he forgave the whole debt. The man did not have to pay back any of it! 
 
What happened when the servant left the king? 
 
On his way home, the first servant found another servant who owed him money. He demanded that this 
servant pay him, and then threw him into prison when he could not. 
 



How did the king feel when he found out what the �rst servant had done to the second servant? How 
do you know?  
 
He felt angry that the servant had not forgiven the other servant a little when he had just forgiven the 
servant of a lot. We know because he spoke strongly to the servant, and then sent him to prison until he 
could pay back what he owed. 
 
For discussion: Talk about how this story can help us to understand what we pray about forgiveness in 
the Lord’s Prayer, “and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us?” 


