
Tending the Garden of our Hearts:   
Family Meditations for Great Lent 
 

THE FIRST TUESDAY OF GREAT LENT 
 
Welcome to  Tending the Garden of our Hearts!   We are so glad that you’re joining us on a journey 
through Great Lent and Holy Week, all the way to Pascha! 
 
Today is the �rst Tuesday of Great Lent, and we have been thinking about Forgiveness this week. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ told a parable about forgiveness, and it’s recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. We 
call it, the “Parable of the Unforgiving Servant” and it goes like this: 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand 
talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 
‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of that servant was moved with 
compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.   
 
But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
he laid hands on him and took  him  by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’  So his fellow servant 
fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ And he 
would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. 
 
So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very upset, and came and told their 
master all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion 
on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the 
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.   
 
And Jesus told the people, “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, 
does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 
Why did the master decide that he would sell his servant along with his wife and children and all that 
he had? 



Because the servant owed him a large debt, and could not pay it. 
 
What made the master decide not to sell him? 
 
The servant begged his forgiveness, and the master showed mercy. 
 
Right after he was forgiven his huge debt, the servant went out to �nd another servant who owed him a 
small amount of money. What did he do to that servant? 
 
He laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!’ 
 
Did he show mercy when the servant begged his forgiveness? 
 
No, even though his master showed him great mercy, he showed no mercy to the servant who owed him. 
 
 
Advanced Discussion Prompt: 
 
In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us” 
and we in the Bible we see that just after He gave us this very special prayer,  Jesus said, “For if you 
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  (Matthew 6: 15) 
 
Does this parable demonstrate the same idea? Why do you think that we can only be forgiven if we are 
forgiving?  Why is it so important that we have forgiving hearts? 
 
 
 
Find it in the Bible:  The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant, Matthew 18:21-35. 

 


